said. "He was with the Prefect at Antioch. He came
home in the Government's ship."

"So did you," he said, "but you aren't in the
Emperor's service. How can he be in the Emperor's
service, when the Emperor killed his brother? They
were together in all things. Nicanor would no more
serve Justinus than he would eat with a lackey. He's
in blood-feud with Justinus. Do you know what a
blood-feud is to those fellows? It is the one thought by
day and the one dream by night. He was in Antioch
for the blood-feud and has come back here for the
blood-feud. He was met by the Green Faction leaders.
You look out, then, for blood-feud from the Green
Faction."

"I've been out of things for a long time," she said.
"My first impression has been that things are very quiet
and contented here."

"I hear lots of tales," he said. "I have a finger in
many businesses. I meet people, and I go up along the
coast a lot. I am in the salt-and-dried-fish business,
which takes me north once or twice a month. All those
fellows were in the last rebellion. They're in blood-
feud with the Emperor. They make no secret of it,
they're coming down on The City when the word
.comes, to avenge those whom they lost when they
rebelled."

"They were disarmed, after that rebellion," Theodora
said.

"Certainly; now they are re-armed. They make no
secret of it. They show me the arms; all very good;
and they know how to use them. There are seven bat-
talions of picked spearmen drilling morning and evening
within thirty miles of our North Gate. What have we
got to oppose them? Our army is all on its way to the
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